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SHIRLEY WILLIAMS AERODROME (44TE) CTAF 122.9 

KINGSLAND, TX  N30-41.01 W98-25.02. 

RUNWAY 16/34 2600”, ELEVATION 880 

ON THE COLORADO ARM OF LAKE LBJ 

 

 

President  Dick Gauldin  512-755-1927  gauldin@mail.pgrb.com 

The August  meeting for EAA Chapter 889 will be held on Saturday, August 

14
th

  beginning with burgers/social hour at Noon with the chapter meeting at 

1:00 PM.  
 

If you went to OSHKOSH and have pictures and/or stories, we are interested in seeing and 

hearing about your trip.  Especially if you flew a GA airplane and camped out.  Please contact 

Dave Savener at 830-613-5578 or at dsavener@gmail.com before the meeting so we can get your 

pictures up on the screen for the group. 

 

 

 

The Horsemen have always admired the Blue Angels flight demonstration team. So when 

Jim, Dan, and Ed found out they were flying a show with the Blues they decided to pay 

homage to the Angels by replacing their normal ride of P-51 Mustangs with F-8F Bearcats. 

When the Blues caught wind of what was happening they suggested their solo pilots fly 

formation with the Bearcats. Then everyone thought it would be cool if Al Taddeo, who 

flew Bcats on the first Blues team, came and watched the Bearcats fly. ASB.TV was there 

to capture the moment and the rest as they say... is history. 

 

http://www.patricksaviation.com/videos/cpasley/4823/ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Lee Meyners provided this 

So... this old pilot dies and is met at the pearly gates by St. Peter. 

"OH! I see you were a pilot", says St. Peter... "Follow me."  

St. Peter takes the pilot to a beautiful celestial airport with perfect 

smooth runways of all descriptions and hangar after hangar filled with 

the most wonderful aircraft ever made.  

mailto:gauldin@mail.pgrb.com
mailto:dsavener@gmail.com
http://www.patricksaviation.com/videos/cpasley/4823/
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"The keys are in them, fly anything you want. Fuel is no issue, they 

don't ever run out."  

Then he takes him over to a classy little joint at the FBO and brings 

him inside. There's a buffet with all the best food and a fully 

stocked open bar with nothing but top shelf liquor. Sitting around the 

tables are some of the finest pilots that ever lived. St. Peter 

introduces him to a few and sits down to have a drink with him.  

 

"Man! This really is heaven?" says the pilot, "Certainly not what I was 

expecting, this is wonderful!"  

St. Peter just smiles and nods and pours him another drink. After 

sitting and drinking and reveling in it all for awhile, the pilot 

recognizes an old familiar sensation. Tentatively he asks, "Uhm, St. 

Peter? Uh... I sure wasn't expecting this with this here brand new 

heavenly body, but I do believe I need to go find a rest room to 

uh... go relieve myself.  I don't see any of the usual signs on doors, 

where should I go?" 

"Oh, no problem," says St. Peter, "just follow me."  

St. Peter takes him out back and shows him to the edge of a little 

hole in a cloud. 

"Just go right there."  

The pilot walks over to the edge of the hole in the cloud and looks 

down over the edge. 

"Uh, St. Peter? There appears to be some people down there... "  

"Oh that's OK", says the wise old Saint, "they're all from the FAA." 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Thanks to Lee Meyners for this one.  It’s Excellent!!! 

B-24 pilot finally gets to thank his rescuer 

 

 

Last Sunday, The Wichita Eagle published the story of Loren Corliss' harrowing escape from 

death 65 years ago during World War II. 

His B-24 bomber was shot down by Japanese fighter planes over the Philippine island of 

Mindanao. He parachuted out and spent 45 days in the jungle before an Army seaplane rescued 

him and his crew along a beach where the surf crashed with violent force 

 

Here’s the Link to the full story. 

http://www.kansas.com/2010/06/06

/1346574/b-24-pilot-finally-gets-to-

thank.html 

There are Videos on the website. 

The date was Dec. 22, 1944. 

No reader in Wichita was more 

intrigued by that story than a 92-

year-old former farm kid from Perry, Okla., named Harold Strub. 

In a desk drawer at home in east Wichita, Strub keeps a seaplane log book. 

* * *  

East Wichita, May 30, 2010 

A retired Boeing worker, Harold Strub has lived in Wichita the past 59 years. 

He saw the date Corliss mentioned regarding his rescue: Dec. 22, 1944. 

Strub walked downstairs, frail and slow, to a desk, which happens to be a walnut desk he made 

in shop class in 1936 in high school.  

He opened a drawer, pulled out an aging brown seaplane pilot's logbook, and turned the pages. 

http://www.kansas.com/2010/06/06/1346574/b-24-pilot-finally-gets-to-thank.html
http://www.kansas.com/2010/06/06/1346574/b-24-pilot-finally-gets-to-thank.html
http://www.kansas.com/2010/06/06/1346574/b-24-pilot-finally-gets-to-thank.html
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Within moments he put his finger on a log entry, neatly handwritten by him 66 years ago, about a 

harrowing seaplane rescue flight. The date on his logbook entry: Dec. 22, 1944. 

Strub opened his Wichita phone book and found the name Loren Corliss, a stranger that Strub 

had never heard of. He dialed the number. 

* * *  

December 22, 1944 

Mindanao, the Philippines 

Off the beach on the east coast of the island, the wind was up, the waves looked appallingly high, 

and PBY Catalina seaplane pilot Harold Strub took a deep breath. 

Off the beaches near Pensacola, Fla., during rescue flight training, the trainers had taught him 

how to land in a surf like that.  

Strub was a tough, skinny Oklahoman, 26 years old, a veteran of many dangerous flights. But the 

instructions on how to land in a surf like this scared him: 

1. Head your nose perpendicular to the waves. 

2. Skim just above the waves at 80 mph.  

3. Surf usually makes one big wave followed by five smaller waves; aim for the smaller waves. 

4. Stall the engines just before you hit water. 

5. Brace for impact. 

Down below on the beach, though Strub could not see them, eight desperate and starving B-24 

crew members waited for him. 

They'd survived 45 days in the jungle. Filipino natives had brought them to this beach, to the 

base camp of an American guerrilla fighter named Wilson, a survivor of the battle for 

Corrigedor. Wilson had used his short-wave radio to call in the seaplane. 

The Japanese patrolled this section of beach fairly often, shooting at anyone they regarded as a 

foe. 

Strub had taken plenty of chances already in the war. He had one of the craziest jobs imaginable: 

fly a slow-moving seaplane right through the Japanese air forces, cruise above the islands of the 

Pacific, and rescue shot-down pilots and bomber crews after they parachuted into the sea during 

bombing missions.  
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It was harrowing work. At most, he could coax his seaplane up to 100 knots. A Japanese Zero 

could fly more than twice that speed. 

During the course of the war, Strub had seen Zeros fly right past him. One Zero, during one 

rescue mission, buzzed right past his Catalina one day, just to show Strub that he was a dead man 

if the Japanese pilot chose to shoot. 

But the Japanese let him be; they knew his seaplane was helpless, and that his job was to save 

lives, even the lives of Japanese pilots bobbing in the sea. 

During 600 hours of combat rescue missions, Strub rescued 14 downed airmen from the sea. 

Strub turned into the wind now, skimmed his Catalina into big swells.  

At the last moment, Strub cut the engines, and felt a jolt as the plane hit the water. Another jolt 

as it hit a big wave. 

Strub and his crew bobbed into the air, and then slammed down as wave after wave rolled under 

them. 

He looked toward the beach and saw half-naked Filipino native boatmen trying to wrestle 

outrigger canoes into the surf toward him. 

On the canoes, Strub could see the slumped forms of half-naked American airmen trying to float 

on the canoes out to Strub's plane. 

Behind him, Strub heard his own crew begin to yell.  

The big wave had torn a seam in the Catalina's aluminum skin. 

Water was pouring into the seaplane. The crew turned on the plane's sump pump to pump out the 

water. 

It was a race now, as the canoes approached. 

Which would be faster: The water pouring out? Or the water pouring in? 

* * *  

June 3, 2010 

A neighborhood in east Wichita. 

The afternoon sun beat down hard in one 2010's first really hot days. 
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Loren Corliss, still in good shape after 88 summers, walked briskly up to a house, only 14 miles 

from his own, that he'd never visited before, home to a man he'd never seen face to face. 

He felt a twinge of guilt; in the seaplane, after the seaplane pilot rescued them, Corliss had not 

even thanked the pilot. He'd been so jazzed about getting off Mindanao alive that he never even 

glanced into the seaplane's flight deck. 

He'd just sat there shivering. In the steaming rain forest he'd stripped himself down to his GI 

shorts, but he was shivering now on the seaplane, wrapped in a GI blanket, thanking God that 

he'd made it away from the Japanese. 

He remembered now, 66 years later, that he had never thanked the seaplane pilot, who had lifted 

them off the surf with guts and skill. When the pilot had landed them back at an island base 

halfway between Mindanao and New Guinea, the ground crew had taken Corliss off the plane 

and directly to the hospital. He'd never even seen the pilot. 

At the screen door now, Corliss rang the doorbell. 

* *  

Mindanao, 1944 

In the outrigger canoe, while the native boatmen wrestled them into the surf, Corliss hugged the 

wooden canoe, weak from starvation; in the previous 45 days, he'd lost 30 pounds.  

He and his fellow B-24 survivors, stripping naked in the jungle, had picked hundreds of blood-

sucking leeches off each other. 

They were all terrified. They had fallen 10,000 feet through the air after their B-24 began to 

disintegrate. Their parachutes had landed them in a rain forest so thick they had to cut through 

vines with nearly every step. 

In the canoe now, rolling up and down over the waves, Corliss saw the seaplane bobbing, and the 

seaplane crew members gesturing frantically at the native boatmen to hurry up. The seaplane 

boys looked frantic; their gestures said hurry- hurry-hurry-hurry. 

They looked either angry or scared, Corliss wasn't sure which. Corliss thought it was because the 

Japanese were known to patrol this beach. 

The natives rowed them beside the plane. 

The Catalina crew members reached down and dragged them into the plane one by one. The pilot 

called out to the rescued men, asking one of them to climb into the nose: He yelled at the airmen 

that he wanted the plane's weight distributed more evenly, to help the plane lift off. 
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The pilot gunned the twin engines, turned directly into the waves and revved his engines every 

time a wave hurled them upward. 

Corliss thought, as they hit wave after wave, that they'd never get off the ocean. He thought he 

was going to die. Corliss hoped and prayed that the pilot knew what he was doing. 

He did not remember, 66 years later, any water sloshing around inside the plane. He would not 

hear, until 66 years later, about that hole in the seaplane's skin, and how the water poured in, or 

how the sump pump kept up with it. 

All he would remember later was that they hurtled up over the rushing waves, and then hurtled 

downward on the far side of each wave, with the seaplane pilot gamely gunning the engines each 

time they went up. 

At last, at the top of a wave, they lifted off.  

They were free.  

* * *  

East Wichita, 2010 

After Corliss rang the bell, the slim form of an elderly man appeared: pale, thin, balding, and 

frail, with a voice made faint by 92 years. 

"Hello,'' the thin man said. The voice, barely audible, conveyed a warm and alert courtesy. 

"Are you Harold?" Corliss asked. 

"I am," said Harold Strub. "Please come in." 

"Well," Corliss said, grasping the pilot's hand. "It is a small world after all, isn't it?"  

Thanks to Roland Moore for these pictures 

KULULA, a low cost South African airline that 
doesn't take itself too seriously - cool livery........ 
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SUPERSONIC FLIGHT  

AVweb's Glenn Pew finds some of the web's most popular footage and takes a look 
behind the visual and auditory phenomena created when machines "break" the speed 
of sound. 

VERY INTERESTING 3 MINUTE VIDEO 

http://www.avweb.com/avwebflash/exclusivevids/ExclusiveVideo_SupersonicFlight_202736-

1.html 

LEE MEYNERS found this one.  Itôs a great read!! 

The very last Item (WATCH THAT FIRST STEP) made me wince and cross my legs 

I see things have not changed in all these years !! 

The advances in aviation have been phenomenal since the days of Wilbur and Orville. We tend 

to gloss over this growth until we run across items like the following safety reports from 1917. 

  

http://www.avweb.com/avwebflash/exclusivevids/ExclusiveVideo_SupersonicFlight_202736-1.html
http://www.avweb.com/avwebflash/exclusivevids/ExclusiveVideo_SupersonicFlight_202736-1.html
http://www.avweb.com/avwebflash/exclusivevids/ExclusiveVideo_SupersonicFlight_202736-1.html
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I am particularly drawn to the ones titled No. 1 Brief and No. 2 Brief.  Be sure to read these 

absolute gems. Chuckling permitted. 

 
Flying was a bit different in 1917!!! 

 

Flying Reports: The following safety tips from Daedalian Foundation are excerpts from Royal 

Flying Corps monthly report of December 1917.  

The report was signed C. St. John-Culbertson, Royal Flying Corps Colonel and was dated 21 

December, 1917. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 
Another good month. 

 

In all, a total of 35 accidents were reported, only six of which were avoidable.  These represented 

a marked improvement over the month of November during which 84 accidents occurred, of 

which 23 were avoidable.  

This improvement, no doubt, is the result of experienced pilots with over 100 hours in the air 

forming the backbone of all the units. 

 

RESUME OF ACCIDENTS 

 
Avoidable Accidents 

1. There were six avoidable accidents this last month. 

 

a. The pilot of a Shorthorn, with over 7 hours of experience, seriously damaged the undercarriage 

on landing. He had failed to land at as fast a speed as possible as recommended in the Aviation 

Pocket Handbook. 

 

b. A B.E.2 stalled and crashed during 

an artillery exercise.  The pilot had 

been struck on the head by the 

semaphore of his observer who was 

signaling to the gunners. 

 

c. Another pilot in a B.E.2 failed to get 

airborne, by an error of judgement, he 

was attempting to fly at mid-day 

instead of at the  

Farman Shorthorn   http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Farman_MF.11 

 

 

recommended best lift periods, which are just after dawn and just before sunset. 

 

d. A Longhorn pilot lost control and crashed in a bog near Chipping-Sedbury.  An error of skill 

on the part of the pilot in not being able to control a machine with a wide speed band of 10 MPH  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Farman_MF.11
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between top speed and stalling 

speed. 

 

e. While low flying in a Shorthorn 

the pilot crashed into the top deck 

of a  

 

DeHavilland B.E.2    http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/FWWbe2.htm 

 

 

horse drawn bus near Stonehenge. 

 

f. A B.E.2 pilot was seen to be attempting a banked turn at a constant height before he crashed. A 

grave error by an experienced pilot. 

 

Unavoidable Accidents 
2. There were 29 unavoidable accidents from which the following are selected: 

 

a. The top wing of a Camel fell off due to fatigue failure of the flying wires. A successful 

emergency landing was carried out. 

 

b. Sixteen B.E.2's and 9 Shorthorns had complete engine failures. A marked improvement over 

November's fatigue. 

 

c. Pigeons destroyed a Camel and 2 Longhorns after mid-air strikes.  COST OF ACCIDENTS 

during the last three months of 1917 cost 317 pounds, 10 shillings sixpence, money down the 

drain and sufficient to buy new gaiters and spurs for each and every pilot observer in the Service. 

 

ACCIDENT BRIEFS 

 
No. 1 Brief No. 912 
Squadron, 3 December 1917 Aircraft type B.E.2C, No. KY678, Total Solo - - 4.20 Pilot Lt. J. 

Smyth-Worthington, Solo in type - - 1.10 The pilot of this flying machine attempted to maintain 

his altitude in a turn at 2,500 feet.  This resulted in the airplane entering an unprecedented 

maneuver, entailing a considerable loss of height. Even with full power applied and the control 

column fully back, the pilot was unable to regain control.  However, upon climbing from the 

cockpit onto the lower mainplane, the pilot managed to correct the machines altitude, and by 

skillful manipulation of the flying wires successfully side-slipped into a nearby meadow. 

Remarks: Although, through inexperience, this pilot allowed his aeroplane to enter an unusual 

attitude, his resourcefulness in eventually landing without damage has earned him a unit citation. 

R.F.C. Lundsford-Magnus is investigating the strange behaviour of this aircraft. 

http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/FWWbe2.htm
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No. 2 Brief No. 847 
Squadron 19 December 1917 Aircraft Type Spotter Balloon J17983, total solo 107.00 Pilot Capt. 

***, Solo in type 32.10 Capt * * * of the Hussars, a balloon observer, unfortunately allowed the 

spike of his full-dress helmet to impinge against the envelope of his balloon.  There was a violent 

explosion and the balloon carried out a series of fantastic and uncontrollable maneuvers, while 

rapidly emptying itself of gas. The pilot was thrown clear 

and escaped injury as he was lucky enough to land on his head. Remarks This pilot was flying in 

full-dress uniform because he was the Officer of the Day. In consequence it has been 

recommended that pilots will not fly during periods of duty as Officer of the Day. Captain* * * 

has requested an exchange posting to the Patroville Alps, a well known mule unit of the Basques. 

 

No. 3 Brief Summary of No. 3 Brief dated October 1917 
Major W. de Kitkag-Watney's Neuport Scout was extensively damaged  when it failed to become 

airborne. The original court of Inquiry found that the primary cause of the accident was 

carelessness and poor airmanship on the part of a very experienced pilot. The Commandant 

General, however, not being wholly convinced that Major de Kitkag-Watney could be guilty of 

so culpable a mistake ordered that the court should be re-convened. After extensive inquiries and 

lengthy discussions with the Meteorlogical Officer and Astronomer Royal, the Court came to the 

conclusion that the pilot unfortunately was authorized to fly his aircraft on a day when there was 

absolutely no lift in the air and could not be held responsible for the accident. The Court wishes 

to take this opportunity to extend congratulations to Major de Kitkag-Watney on his reprieve and 

also on his engagement to the Commandant Gereral's daughter, which was announced shortly 

before the accident. 

 

FLYING SAFETY TIPS 

 
Horizontal Turns 
To take a turn the pilot should always remember to sit upright, otherwise he will increase the 

banking of the aeroplane. He should never lean over. 

 

Crash Precautions 
Every pilot should understand the serious consequences of trying to turn with the engine off. 

It is much safer to crash into a house when going forward than to sideslip or stall a machine with 

engine trouble. 

Passengers should always use safety belts, as the pilot may start stunting without warning. Never 

release the belt while in the air, or when nosed down to land. 

 

Engine Noises 
Upon the detection of a knock, grind, rattle or squeak, the engine should be at once stopped. 

Knocking or grinding accompanied by a squeak indicates binding and a lack of lubricant. 

 

WATCH THAT FIRST STEP 
The First Marine Air Wing had this write up in their safety publication, Wing Tips of an AAR 

board's comments some 40 years ago: It was conceded by all that the pilot had accomplished a 

brillant piece of work in landing his disabled machine without damage under the circumstances.  
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It is not with intent to reflect less credit upon his airmanship, but it must be noted that he is a 

well experienced aviator with over 40 total hours in the air, embracing a wide veriety of 

machines, and this was his seventh forced landing due to complete failure of the engine. 

 

It was doubly unfortunate that upon alighting from his machine he missed the catwalk on the 

lower airfoil and plunged both legs through the fabric, straddling a rib, from which he received a 

grievous personal injury. Some thought should be devoted to a means of identifying wing-

traversing catwalks to assist aviators in disembarking from their various… 

 

WHAT??  It’s not amphibious??  Oh 

Well, it wouldn’t fit in my hanger 

anyway!! 

Dubbed the òSailing aircraft ,ó the 

futuristic aircraft positions its 

wings horizontally (377 meters) 

in the plane mode and vertically 

(185 meters) in the sail mode.  

 

 

Read more: http://www.thedesignblog.org/entry/sailing - aircraft - raises - its -

wings - to - offer - a- luxury - sail - on- the - waves/#ixzz0txRRToSE  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.octuri.com/en/aircraft-of-the-future/sailing-aircraft/
http://www.thedesignblog.org/entry/sailing-aircraft-raises-its-wings-to-offer-a-luxury-sail-on-the-waves/#ixzz0txRRToSE
http://www.thedesignblog.org/entry/sailing-aircraft-raises-its-wings-to-offer-a-luxury-sail-on-the-waves/#ixzz0txRRToSE
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The following link is a great video in high definition.  It came from the IAC.  If you like the 

video, go to EAAôs Website and sign up for their free online newsletter.  There are several 

different newsletters, all free. 

 

http://www.eaa.org/intheloop/articles/1007_airshow.asp 

 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

John Downing has his RV9A for sale 

 

 

 

$62, 000.00 

John can be 

reached at 512-

234-1241 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.eaa.org/intheloop/articles/1007_airshow.asp

